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so, too, was the extravagant writing in which she
lamented it in her Journal Intime. Then she
thought herself in love with Michel de Bourges.
This lawyer helped her to obtain a divorce from
the boorish Gasimir Dudevant, and in 1836 the
vestiges of Aurore Dudevant were swept away by
George Sand, the full-blooded, free-loving artist.
With the exception of her children, Maurice and
Solange. They adored but did not enchain her.
They even provided her with a means of liberation
in the person of their tutor, whose mistress she
became.

Balzac visited her a year or so after this and set
down his impression : " I reached the Chateau de
Nohant on Holy Saturday, about half past seven
in the evening, and I found comrade George
Sand in her dressing-gown, smoking an after-
dinner cigar, in front of a fire in an immense
empty room.    She had lovely yellow slippers
ornamented with fringe, bewitching stockings and
red trousers.  So much for her state of mind.  As
to physique, she had doubled her chin like a pre-
bendary.  She has not a single white hair in spite
of her frightful misfortunes ; her swarthy com-
plexion has not changed ; her fine eyes are as
brilliant as ever; she has the same stupid air
when she is thinking, because, as I told her after
studying her, her whole countenance is in her eye.9*
In this seclusion he listened to her raging at both
marriage and love, because in each she had found
nothing but disappointment.   " Her right male
was hard to find, that is all," he comfortably